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The book I have chosen to analyze is Ilkokul Ingilizce 3 from Bilen Yayincilik. It is a 
book that is used for 3 rd graders in the primary school. This book was ordered to design by 
Ministry of Turkish Education. The book was accepted by the Ministry of Turkish Educatin on 
the 30 th of May 2014 to be taught for next five years in the government schools. 

First of all, it is essential to state that there is no rational part in the students’ book. 
However, in the teachers’ book, rational part is shown before each unit (see the picture A). There 
are 10 units in this book. After first 5 th and 10 th units, there are quizzes that cover from 1 to 5 for 
first quiz, then 6 to 1- with second quiz. 

The unit I have chosen is My Family unit. This unit is the second unit of the book. My 
Family unit consists of 14 pages. Before this unit, there is a unit called Wheel of Fortune. In the 
unit Wheel of Fortune, functions and skills that are aimed are; to teach students about asking for 
permission, giving and responding to simple instructions, making simple requests, naming 
numbers, and telling someone what to do. Such as; 

• Are you ready? Yes I am 

• Spin the wheel. 

• Can I say it? / Can I answer? 

• It’s... 

• Say that again, please 

• Say it again 

The vocabulary items that should be taught are as following; answer, ask, letter, spell, spin, start, 
stop, wait, wheel(s), win, eleven - twenty. And the next unit after My Family is People I love. In 
this manner, it would be essential to talk about the vocabulary items that My Family unit consists 
and see if there is a relation between these three units. 

In unit My Family, the functions and aims of the units are; describing characters or 
people, making simple inquiries, and talking about possessions such as; 

• Who is s/he? S/he is my ... 

• Who is this? This is my... 




The vocabulary items that are aimed to be taught are; mother(s), father(s), brother(s), sister(s), 
grandmother(s), uncle(s), aunt(s), cousin(s), family. The next unit is People I Love. To be able to 
see if there is a logical sequence between units, it is important to talk about the unit after My 
Family too. 

3 rd unit is People I Love. In this unit, the functions and skills are continuum of the 
previous units. They are; describing characters or people, expressing ability and inability, 
making simple inquiries. To exemplify, these structures can be shown as in the followings; 

• Is he strong? Yes, he is. / No, he isn’t 

• Can she run fast? Yes, he can. / No, he can’t 

When the three units are analyzed, it is seen that, all of them are related to each others. They 
designed to build on one another so that there are no knowledge gaps between units. Considering 
these aspects, it seems that the book is respectively well-organized. Also the instructional models 
that are used in each unit are Present, Practice, Produce. 

The problem that was faced when the units were presented in the classrooms are observed 
to be that teacher spending short amount of time in a large unit. However, when the syllabus is 
checked for the required time for the second unit, My Family, it is seen that, 8 hours of lesson is 
spared for that specific unit. When the activities and task are analyzed, it is seen that tasks are 
designed to encourage students to talk and interact with eachother. In the teachers’ book, it is 
mostly suggested to facilitate students learning, guide them to the knowledge and monitor them. 
When we look at the book from that point, it carries the characteristics of Communicative 
Language Teaching. 

Moreover, in the curriculum of 3 rd graders, it is stated that; the aim of the units that are 
designed is to build on the knowledge that was taught in 2 nd grade and widen that knowledge 
through the words about materials, object, places and creatures. Moreover, the aim is to help 
students to make connections with the words and the sounds and raise the orthographic 
awareness of the students. When we analyze the book, it is seen that, book is designed according 
to the aim that curriculum requires. 


The aligned units are as following; 



Unit 1 Wheel of Fortune 


Unit 2 My Family 
Unit 3 People I Love 
Unit 4 Feelings 
Unit 5 Toys and Games 
Unit 6 My House 
Unit 7 In My City 
Unit 8 Transportation 
Unit 9 Weather 
Unit 10 Nature 

When we look at the units, it is seen that they are designed from known to unknown, from what 
is related to students, close to them and to the wider area, to the nature. It is a good organization 
for younger learner since students need subjects, topics which they can relate them to 
themselves. This is important because students need a reason to listen, speak, write and all in all, 
to learn. If you give them something that they cannot relate or which does not trigger their 
background knowledge, students would refuse to learn it. 

One of the problems with the book is the visuals. The visuals are not authentic visuals. 
They are computer animated visuals which seems so artificial. Instead of those kind of pictures, 
more authentic pictures could be used or, just better cartoon version of them would be enough. 
Furthermore, activities on the pages are fairly distributed. In each page, there is no more than 2 
activities. 

From the point of instructions, I can say that, they are short and clear but sometimes too 
short to be understood (see the picture B). Also the problem raise when there is 30 students in a 
single class, since it is hard for a teacher to reach every student and help them to complete a task 
and explain them. For example in one project unit Wheel of Fortune, it is asked to make a wheel 



of fortune. There are just couple pictures of two children making something, if teacher does not 
come to class really prepared with all of the materials, it is impossible to execute the project (See 
the picture C). Furthermore, most of the tasks are not too demanding except some of the 
listening tasks nore too easy. From my observations in the classrooms, the task and activities are 
appropriate for children on that age. 

If I wanted to make a change, I would change the visuals as I stated above and also, the 
chants, songs, stories and the listening tracks that are being used for this book. Most of the time, 
artificial sounds are used to create audio records. The same thing goes for the videos that are 
used for the lessons too. But there is a question now, why is this book ineffective in the 
government school? Why are students failing even responding to simple questions such as “how 
are you?”. So the problem is not the book itself but the implementation of it. Until I see the 
teacher’s book, I did not know that every single detail is written to guide teacher to facilitate 
learning in the classroom. From icebreakers, to break-state activities, from ways to encourage 
students to material preparation, everything is written down in the teacher’s book, however, none 
of this implemented in the classrooms as far as I saw so far. Maybe the book or activities should 
not be changed but the teachers whom these books are given should be changed. 



Appendices 


Picture A: 


UNIT 2 MY rAMXLY 

FUNCTIONS AN? SKILLS 

• Describing characters/people 

• Making simple inquiries 

• Talking about possessions 

LISTENING 

• To be able to recognise kinship terms 
(names for family members). 

• To be able to follow short, simple 
spoken instructions, especially if they 
include pictures, by pointing and 
stating relationships of their family 
members. 

SPEAKING 

• To be able to ask about and state 
relationships of their family members. 


WARM-UP 

Objective: To review numbers 11 through 
20 and make an introduction to family 
members. 

• Let them chant numbers in Unit 1 and revise 
the numbers. 

• Ask some questions to revise the numbers. 
How many scissors are there on the desk? 
Elicit the answers from the students. 

• Put the flashcards of the numbers and stick 
your family member pictures on the other 
side of the cards. Invite a student to the 
board. Call a number. Students get that 
flashcard and turn it. Show the picture to the 
class and introduce your family member “She 
is mv grandmother" Do this with your two or 
three family members. 

MMmmtmmmu-rntn ■ iM 


VOCA&ULARV 

• Mother(s), father(s), brother(s), 
sister(s), grandmother(s), 
grandfather(s), uncle(s), aunt(s), 
cousin(s), family 

STRUCTURE 

• Who is s/he? S/he is my 

• Who is this? This is my 

MATERIALS 

• CD, flashcards, scissors, crayons, 
finger family puppets, glue stick, famih 


presentation 

Objective: To introduce family membe 

• Prepare the flashcards to introduce fam 
members. Draw a family tree and pul t 
flashcards on it. 

• Present each family member and encot 
the students to repeat the words after 


• Practise saying the words three or fot 

• Point to the flashcards and •ncouragt' 

students to say the words 












Picture B: 



Tick (✓) a box. 



Now ask and answer. Tick (/) your friend's box. 




John S 





Mid 

Molly 

Tony 




Picture C: 







































Listen again and order the pictures. 





Draw your family tree. Ask and answer. 




Look, circle and write. 
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ASXSTERONA 
NQXCMIABTM 
DZRONUKYCD 
FAEUXSQDPM 
ARRSCFOZUO 
TLGZUNCLET 
NZFNXWN IBM 
EBROTHERDE 
RKFATHERNR 




C 



F 



B 




Unscramble the words. 



fhtear dnagrtomrhe stries 



\]'\cky 


Listen, match and write. 


\essic Q 


\jenny 


Mm 




































Story Time! Listen to the story. 




Act out. 





































































Project 

Moke your family finger puppets. 





Colour the stars. 



Satisfactory. (Yeterli.) 
Good, (iyi.) 


AAA Excellent (£ok iyi.) 



I can recognise names for family members. 

(Aile ile ilgili kelimeleri toniyabilirim.) 

I can ask about and state the relationships of the family members. 
(Aile uyeleri ilifkileri hakkinda soru sorup; bu ili§kileri ifade edebilirim.) 

I can introduce my family members in a photo. 

(Bir fotografta aile uyelerimi tamtobilirim.) 





















